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PREFACE.

The first instalment of the long-announced Manasollasa,
otherwise lmown as the Abhilasitirthachintamani, which
purports to have been composed by the great Western
Chalukya King Bhiloksmalla Somesvara, son of Vikrama-
ditya VI, is now offered to the public. It is a voluminous
work, extending o about 8000 Granthas, and is divided into
five Vimsatis, each containing 20 Adhyiyas or chapters of
unequal length, some chapters again including several sub-

- sections, The whole work is thus divided into one hundred

chapters, dealing with one hundred different topics on the
necessities and written for the instruction of the members of
royal families. The first volume represents two among the five
Vimsatis, and comprises 40 Adhyayas or chapters.

The present edition is based on the following five MSS:

A. DBelovging to the Barona CENTRAL LiBrary. It is
a complote press-copy prepared with the help of
three BISS,

B, Delonging to the Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute, Poona, It contains 109 leaves and i,

though Ineomplote, a very «rood copy,

- Comvisle, thouph renent.

Cz

D. Complete, written in Saka 1892, Leaves ave very
brittle and tho MS requires very careful hand-

ling. It ofiers goud readings,
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B. Incomplete; in the middle about 50 leaves are

wanting. It is older than D. On the last leaves
the ivk has faded.

The last three MSS belong to the Bikaner Durbar.

The authorship of the Minasollisa is attributed, in the
9th éloka on page 2 and the colophon, to the Chalukya King
Someévara, surnamed Bhilokamalla and Satyasrayakulatilaka.
A reference to Sloka 371 on page 62 will, however, make it
evident that this attribution is incorrect. In this ¢oka Some-
svara is himself made the standard of comparison, and no
anthor would be guilty of so flagrant a piece of vanity. It
is therefore probable that the book was composed in his
Court by some prodigiously learned and well-informed man,
thoroughly acquainted with the royal household, royal
necessities and royal whims.x

King Somesvara is the son of Vikramaditya VI, and
belongs to the line ofthe Western Chalukyas whose capital was
at Kalyani. Aufrecht in his Catalogus Catalogorum fixes the
period of his reign as 11271138, In Barnett's Antiquitics of
India the date is 1126-1188, The date of composition of
this work seems to be 1052 Saka ( 1131 A. D, ) as the
Sloka 61 on page 34 while giving the Dhruvaika mentions
Friday as the first day of the mouth of Chaitra when the
Saka year 1051 had elapsed.

[ - —— e e e e e

* Another work attributed to him is the VikramAiikibhyudaya,
an incomplete MS of which appears in one of the Patian Bhandars,
Further details of this MS with be given in our Pattan Catalogue which
is in courso of preparation.
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It is generally believed that Somesvara ascended the
throne in A. D. 1127; but the inseription recording the grant
- of land made by Mahamndalesvara Marasimhadevarasa to the
temple of Manikyadeva containing an image of Ekasileya Par§va-
natha in the 6th year of the reign of Someévara Bhilokamalla
in the year Saka (1052 corresponding to A.D., 1130-31) shows
that the date of his accession cannot be 1127; it must be
1124-25. The real date of Someévara’s accession therefore is
a matter of controversy which may better be left in the
hands of the historians and antiquarians for solution. The
date of acoession, whether 1124 or 1127, does not, however,
materially come in conflict with the date given as Dhruvaika
in the Manasolldsa already mentioned.

Some echolars are under the impression that A, D. 1127
is the date of composition of the Minasollasa. But this
appears from the above, and also from other considerations,
to be incorrect. Somesvara ascended the throne, as is commonly
believed, in 1126 or 1127, It is quite natural that a king
in those days should require a few years for getting himself
firmly seated on the throne, and for waging wars with neigh-
pouring countries, which generally gave trouble when a
kingdom changed hands. Tt seems therefore probable that the
date given as Dhruvinka, referred to above, is the real

date of composition.

Someévara seems to be a powerful ruler,but very little is
koown of his perscual history. A few inscriptions were recorded
during his reign but the information yielded by them is but
meagre, What his religion was, it is difficult to ascertain, Here in
the baginning his hook opers with an obeisance to all the impor-
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tant deities of the Hindu Pantheon, namely, Ganesa, Siva, Vi-
snu, Brébma, Indra, ete. The very first $loka refers to Gane:
%, but we shall not be justifiel in calling bhim a
Saiva, because it is customary with authors of all sects to be-
gin with an obeisance to GaneSa as the bestower of per-
feotion and the remover of obstacles. The grant of Maha-
mandaledvara MArasimhadevarasa already referred to further
makes us believe that Jainism was also encouraged in his time.
Our conclusion therefore is that Someévara also displayed the
usual liberalism of Indian monarchs., The Slcka 135 on page 11
further strengthens this conelusion.

The Manasollisa is writton in  Anugtubh metre, with
oceasional pross passages intreduced in the middls. Tts lan-
guage is easy but florid, The work treats of miiny subjscts
and gives the meximum information in the minimum  space.
The work is designated by the author as the §azgrgrIgeas:,
or a hook which teaches the world, and the scope of the
book is so extensive that it can rightly claim that epithet,
An idea of the different subjects dealt with can be obtained
form the table of contents; but we will mention here only a
few interesting features among many that may be found in
the book. It may be remembersd that Someévara was an
orthodox Hindu king and the pictare presented in  his Ma-
nasollisa is of the glories, poraps and paraphernalia of a purely
Indian court and royal household. The Western Chilukyag
were never known to have been contaminated by the Muham-
madan civilization, asthey, it is believed, had been destroyed
by the Hoysalas,

In this work sometimes the author gives even minute
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details like fewurgena wrst ( on glafrgrs in yurvaterna
p. 9. ) ete. and gIr@war { p. 70. } and sometimes he omits
the things that are really required, e. g., w®r &rer efc. ( p.
106, .. 860 ) where the word Tars is not explained. The
meanings of such words, however, may be found in other
books like Vasantargja Sakuna.

Among the two Viméatis contained in this volume,
the first, generally speaking, describes the requisite qualifi-
cations and necessities of an ambitious king who desires to
obtain and extend his dominions. The second Viméati mainly
gives the ways and means of making the position of the king
seoure.

The first Viméati while dealing with the virtues of a
king makes the Tirthasnina an imperative necessity. In the
Tirthasnanadhyaya the author wentions several Tirthas,
namely, Suklatirtha*, Vaijarat, Bhimarathi, Veuya, the
tributaries of the Krand, ete. such as may reasonablybe known
to local people. He does not however mention Pugkara near
Ajmer, which is one of the greatest Tirthas. The mention of the
Tapt river along with the famous and mighty rivers, Gianges,
Yamuni, Narmada, Gautami, in the same 4loka shows that the
author could not shake off the local influence while speaking of

# This may be ona of the Narmadi near Broach or another of

the same name of the Godavari.

i The modern MAfjid in the Nizam’s dominions also known as
Garuda Gangdi or Garutmati, a iributary of the Godivarl.
( see the 90th. Adhydya of the Gautami Mabitmya ia the

Brahma Puréna ),
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India in gemeral. The omission of the Kivert is worth
notieing, It is probable also that in this particular he has
followed the Brahma Purana which also mentions the
rivers in the same strain*

The three &lokas treating. of Jvara (p. 18, 4l 188-190)
are taken from an earlier work on medicine hy Vigbhata, but
the other &lokas have not been traced so far. In this Adhyaya
and in the Adhyayas of Advavaidyaka and Gajacikitsi it ig
worth noting that all the medicines mentioned are thoss pre-
pared from medicinal plants. There is no mention of Bhasma,
etc or medicines prepared from metals like iron, gold, ete.

In the first Vimsati the longest is the 19th Adhyiya
called the Dinanithabandhabhrtyaposanidhyiya. IHere the
‘recessity of appointing excellent physicians and free distribution
of medicines is emphasized. Some$vara might have realized
that people must necessarily love a king who takes care of
them when they are in distress.

The second Viméati opens with an enumeration of the
necassary qualifications of the king. Rasiyana comes nex
to make the king healthy and strong. Then he mentions the
different officers required for the State, along with their
requisites  qualifications. Among the (qualifications of the
royal cook, one is Asambhedys ( who camuct be hought
over by the King’s enemies ) and the other is Krti-
nnagya Pariksaka ( able to examine carefully the king’s

* See Blokas 33 and 34 of the st Adhyiya of Gautami-
Mihitmya in the Brahma Parana: Anandasrama edition p.’ 190,
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food ). This shows that the life of a king 18 perpetuallyi
in danger. ‘

The line fasrie = mrred: Wifean nademwn (p. 48 4.156.)
indirectly shows that the author was well acquainted with the fact
that people of the clerical profession are inclined to harass the
publie. It is quite possible also that he followed the previous
writers on Niti (#fa) in this respect. On page 44 he fixes
one-sixth of the produce of corn as the highest royal dus,
though in some cases it is made one~eighth or one-twelfth
ag a concession, The tax depends however on the productivity -
of the land, He fixes also one-sixth tax on honey and ghee, .
but does not formulate any taxation on other kinds of produce
except to mention that a fruit graden is to be taxed accordlng
to its yield.

In those days the might of the king was ecaloulated
according to the number of elephants which he possessed.
Hence the author mentions the forests whichare the haunts of
elepbants, and minutely describes the varieties of the species
and formulates msaus to catch them, train them, and make
them fit for war.

Tt is Delieved by the writers on olephants that the
elephant is a faithless animal, but our author does not subscribe
to that opinion. The only kind of elephant which is faithless
is the Sarpasattva while the rogue elephants come under
the category of PaiSicasattva and Riksasasattvasamudbhava,
The code of words given here for the training of elephants
must have been in use in those days in Mabirasira and
Guzerat, as is evident from words such as ¥, &%, W\,
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ato, but the code is different from the one that is now in
use either at Baroda. or Kolbapur. The elephant, though
naturally timid in disposition, is able to destroy men in war
if properly trained. The last lesson received by the elephant
is how to destroy men { fifug g marafa p. 176, 8l 1194 ).
In this book no less than five methods of catching elephants
are given, One of them is Varibandha, which corresponds to
the well-known Kheddah operations, A mention of this in
Manasollasa shows that the method was in vogue in those
days, but was afterwards forgotten, as may be seen from the
following lines of G. P. Sanderson in his “ Thirteen Year
amony the Wild Beasts of Indie pp. 161 and 103.

“ Some of the Maharaja’s mahouts who were amongst
my following had been accustomed - to ecatch single
elephants with trained females, and in pitfalls, but
they had never heard of any one attempting the cap-
ture of a whole herd. It was said that Hyder had
made a trial, a centnry before, in the Kakankote
jungles, but had failed, and had recorded his opinion
that no one would ever succeed and his curse upon any
one that attempted to do so, on a stone still standing
near the scene of his endeavours. Consequently all
the true Mussulmans who were with me regarded the
enterprise as hopeless, though they judiciously kept

that opinion to themselves, ”
(p. 101)

T was determined to make the scheme succeed if
possible, not only from my love of adventure and
the necessity for executing what I had suggested to
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Government and undertaken to earry out, but from
the desire to prove to several officers who considered
the scheme to be the vision of a lunatic, that their
croakings were rather the utterances of . Bedlamites.
Pleasantries appeared in the Bangalore papers regar-
ding the probable effects the Kheddah operations would
have on the price of salt, which it was represented
was being laid in by me ‘in large quantities for
application to the caudal appendagés of any elephants
I bappened to meet with ”. '

(p. 108) .

<

The author Somesvara mentions sgrisrs elephant first.
This is the only kind of elephant which is described as com-
pletely white ( #tT ). Modern writers on elephants say that
no such elephants are found:—

“ I bave never myself seen a really white one, nor
have any of the experienced native bunters whom I

bave met ” x x x Regarding the white elephants of
which we read as forming the most cherished pos-

sessions of the King of Ava, I am unable to give any
information ”,
Sanderson . 85.

“ Occasionally so called white elephants are met with,
which ave really albincs, the dark pigment being
absent from a larger or smaller arvea of the skin; in
Burma and Siam such albinos being highly valued
and considered as sacred or royal animals »

( Royal Natural History, by Lydekker Vol, II, p. 529.) -
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-This kind of elephant may be siczaraTaTrrsfEa: men-
tioned on page 50, $l. 228. This is no doubt auspicious as it
leads to victory. But this is not the white elephant described
by Someévara as megim®. The author following previous
writers might have mentioned various things, of course, which
he never saw.

Two short sub-adhyayas viz: Nidhi and Dhatuvada,
Rasayana in this book ( pp. 59-6L and 63-64 ) are extre
mely interesting. Enriching the Government treasury by the
practice of alchemy is really astonishing. Not only ordinary
people were keen on alchemy but Rajas and Maharajas also
had recourse to such methods.

Where pearls and various kinds of gems are treated of,
their defects also are not omitted, and mention is made
of the devastating results of possessing such defective pearls
and gems. On page 61, 8l. 426 Somesvara says that in
this' Kali-age pearls such as are found in oyster shells only
are available, But he enumerates eight different sources of
pearls, some altogether mythical, following perhaps the
tradition of previous writers. In this connection he does not rest
content with mentioning the sources only, bat also minutely
describes the kind of pearls produced from each source. He says
in one place (p. 71 §l. 471) that the king shonld not wear
péarls which weigh wore than two Kalaijag (equal to
60 Guiijis) | ’

On page 79 things worth storing in a fort are men.
tioned. In slokas 551 to 555 the author deals with the mecessity
of keeping in stock stones and sand, serpents in earthen pots,
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and lions fixed to some convenient spot, and in fact, every-
thing that may cause havoc in an hostile  army.

On page 80, sloka 561, we . gee the author advising
kings not to put faith in the army formed of enemies, men,
and not to allow them near his presence. He further advises
that an army of this kind should always be put in the
front in the event of war.

While referring to horses, Someévara wuses the word
Yavanodbhiita, by which are meant probably the Arabian horses,
It appears that in his time horses from Sind, Arabia and
the Kamboja countries were famous. Among these the Arabian
horses bave maintained their reputation even now. He seems
- Siuecially inclined towarls the elephants of the Kalinga forests
(wrfegaagyT p. 136, 8l 1194 ). He bas also treated of the medi-
cines to be administered to horses and elephants, On page 86
and 87 the description of fever in elephants efe is worth noting.
‘There is no mention however of any medicine for fever in the

case of elephants.

In the Vasantaraje Sikuna it iy mentioned that there
are five jewels among the Sakunas—

- dyaEr-wyeu-w1E- g ssgwfaganr g ggdar |
ueEy giaadm @8 Feaq WFACEATART |
( agarfafargon 4 3)

Among them the Potaki iz the chief. The sloka rune
thusie—
gdrsfad:  mgamefad
sardifgar afyggaram

qEHPAT X x K X X
(op. cit. p. 98)

©
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All the five jewels are treated in this book. Sakunas like
the Upasdruti are also mentioned. It may be pointed out in
this connection that while giving the names of the Svaras of
Pingaly we considered it safer to follow the Vasantarija
Sikuna as all the different MSS have different and probably

incorrect readings.

The chapters on polity give complete though suceinct
information about the royal policy. The three Upayas also
are briefly treated, but the fourth, viz. Danda is dwelt on at
greater length.

It treats of the Caturasra Kotacakra and many other things
dealing with astrology. It shows how the army should stand
and how the kings, princes and other officers of the state
should be posted. In the end the author steaks of Courts of

Justice.

 We take this opportunity of recording our cordial
thanks and deep gratitude to His ExceLLExcy SiR MANUBHAI
N. Mzara Kt, CS,1, M.A,, LL.B., Dewan Saheb of Baroda,
for the keen interest he takes in the Series, and for the kind
help rendered to us by obtaining a loan of the three Bikaner
Duarbar MSS on his personal responsibility. Our thanks are
also due to the Bikaner Durbar for their courtesy in lending
us these MSS; to the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute,
Poong, for giving the loan of their MS; and to Pandit L B.
Gandhi of our Library for assistancs rendered by him in
many directions, such as collating MSS, reading proofs, etc.

BARODA. )
Soptomber 1, 1925, § G+ K. SHRIGONDEKAR.
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Gaekwad’s Oriental Series:

CRITICAL EDITIONS OF UNPRINTED SANSKRIT WORKS, EDITED BY COMPETENT SCHOLARS

. o Rs. a.
1. Kavyamimamea by Rajasekhara. Re-issue. 1924 .. .. ... 2-4
2 Naranarayanananda by Vastupals, ed. by C. D, Dalal, 1926 .. 14
3. Tarkasamgraha by Avandajnana- or Anandagm, edited by T. M. :
Tripathi, 5. A, 1917 ... AR e 2-0
4. Parthaparakrama by Prahladanadeva, ed by C. D. Dalal 1017 ... 2-6
5, Rashtraudhavamsa—MahaLavya by Rudrakavi, edited by E. Krishna- ,
macharya. Introduction by C. D. Dalal MoAL9IT . L 1-12
6. Linganusasana by Vamana, edited by C. D. Dalal, ar. A, 1918 _ 0-8
7. Vasantavilasa by Balachundrasun. edited by C. D. Dalal, 1917 ... 1-8
8. Rupakashatka by Vatearaga, edited by C. D, Dalal, M. &, 1918 ... 2-4
9. Mohaparajaya by Yasahpala, edited by Muni Chatur Vijayaji.
Introduction and appendices by C. D. Dalal, - &4 1918... .20
10. Hammiramadamardana by Jayammhasun. edited by C. D. Dalal,
H A 1920 (1T e "ee see see o 2‘0
11, Udayasundarikatha by Soddhala, edited by C. D. Dalal, M. A and
E. Krishnamacharya, 1920 . wv we e w24
12, Mahavidyavidambana by BhattaVadindra, edited by M R Telang,
1920 ces ax “oe see ooe . 2"8
13. Prachinagurjarakavyassmgraha :  collection of Gujarati’ Poems,
12th to 15th centuries : edited by C. D. Dalal, u. 4, 1920 ... 2-4
14. Kumarapalapratibodha by Somaprabhacharya, edited by Mani  Jina-
vijayaji, 1920 . e .. “o o we T-8
15. Ganakarika by Bhasarvajos, edited by C D. Dalal, u. & 1920 .. 1-4
16. Sangitamakaranda by Narada, edited by M. R. Telang, 1920 .. 2-0
17, Ravindracharya’s List : List of works in the collection of Kavindra-
charya, a 17th century pandit: edited by R. A, Shastry, with a
foreword by Dr. Ganganatha Jha, 1921 ... ... w ae 0-12
18, Varahagrihyasutra, edited by Dr. R. Shama Shastey 1921 . ve 70-1
19. Lekhapaddhati : Specimen Sanskrit letters, etc, 8th to 15611 cen-
turies: edited by C. D. Dalal, n. A, and G. K. Shrigondekar, .
M. A 192\) o e e X vew [T (X XY 2"’0

AND PUBLISHED BY THE CENURAL LIBRARY, BARODA.
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20, Panchamikaha or Bhavisayattakaha by Dhanapala, edited by C. D.
Dalal, M. A. and Dr. P. D. Gune, M, A, PH. D. 1923 .. we 0=0
21. A Descriptive Catalogue of the important palm-leaf and paper Mss
in the Bhandars at Jaisalmere, compiled by C.D. Dalal, 2 A and
edited by L. B, Gandhi, 1924 o e e e e 110
22-23. Parasuramakalpasutra with commentary by Ramesvara and
Paddahati by Umanands, edited by A. Mahadeva Shastry, B. A.
Director Adyar Library. 2 vols, 1923 ..  we . .. 11-8
24. Tantrarahasys, edited by Dr. R. Shama Shastry, B, A, PH. D,
Curator, Government Oriental Library, Mysore, 1923 ... we 1-8
25. Samarangana: a work on architecture by King Bhojadeva: edited
by Mahamahopadhayl T. Ganapati Shastri, rm. D, 1. B A &

2 VOIS.—VOI. Ig 1924 .ve ooe Y3 CTE L4l eve o 5'0
26, Sadhanamala, edited by Denoytosh Bhattacharyya, m a. Tllusd.
2 vols-vol 1, 1925 .. ... . . 6-0

27. Catalogue of Sanskrit MSS in the Central Library Baroda,
Compiled by G. K. Shrigondekar, . o, and K. S, Ramaswami
Shastri Siromani, In 12 vols-vol I ( Vedic ). 1925 e we 6-0

28. Mapasollasa alics Abhilasitarthachintamani by Chalukya Somesvara,
odited by G, K. Shrigondekar, 0, A. 3 vols—vol I, 1925 ... .. 2-8
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1. Tattvasamgraha, edited by E. Krishnamacharys.

2. Nyayaprsvesa, edited by Principal A. B. Dhruva, . A, L. B

3. Natyasastra, adited by M, Ramkrishna Kavi, 3. A, Ilustrated,
4 vols.

4. Advayavajrasamgraha, edited by Mahamahopadhyaya Haraprasad
Shastri, M. A, C. I B

5. Kalpadrumakosa, edited by ILamavatara Sarma, M .,
Sahityacharyya.

8. Nalavilasa, edited by G- K. Shrigondekar ». A. and L. B. Gandh;

7. Apabhramsakavyatrayi, edited by L. B. Gandbi.

8. Manavagrhyasutra, edited by Ramakrishna Harshdji Shastri,
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JUST PUBLISHED,

"~ Supplement ( or Khatimae ) to the Mirat-Ahmadi, trans-
lated from the Persian of Ali Mahamad Khan, the last Mogul Dewan of
Gujarat, by Syed Nawabali, »r. o, and C. N. Seddon, I. C. S. (retired) with
notes, appendices and 3 illustrations, 270 pages, demy 8vo. cloth. 1925, Rs, 9.



